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During the ten-day festival, a total of ten Urdu and Sindhi
stage dramas were presented. At the opening ceremony,
Dr. Ayuoob Shaikh, Drama Convener Wafa Dildar, and
President Mumtaz Bukhari shared their views, while the
proceedings were conducted by Hasan Abbas. The festival
opened on August 21 with the play “Badsoorat < say”
directed by Saleem Raja. On August 22, the second play
“Akhiyun Ji Aas v > = 7 was presented under the
direction of Muhammad Ali Charlee. The third stage play,
“Sach Wado Dohari Aahe 4/ sl s 535z, directed by
Ali Roshan Shaikh, was staged on August 23. On August
24, the fourth play “Ramkali At=-/,"" was presented under
the direction of Wafa Dildar. The fifth Urdu play
“Musawir _s=e ", directed by Mumtaz Laki, was staged
on August 25. On August 26, the sixth play “Platform <l
~68” was presented under the direction of Zohaib Mehr.

The seventh Urdu stage drama “Ghalat Fehmi 4 Lk |
directed by Uzair Memon, was staged on August 27. On
August 28, the eighth play “Shaoor Ji Talaash > s
207, directed by Mazhar Shaikh, was presented. On
August 29, the ninth play “Hik Raat Ji Mohabbat </, <=4
Cuse a7 directed by Mouladad Jatoi, was staged. The
festival concluded on August 30 with the tenth play
“Phone Call J= 5", directed by Hasan Abbas.

An BEvening with Ustad Natho Khan

On September 2, 2025, the Music Committee of the
Sukkur Arts Council organized an interactive session and
musical gathering with renowned classical singer Ustad
Hameed Ali Sehwanvi, popularly known as Ustad Natho
Khan, at the Ustad Sengar Ali Saleem Auditorium.

The session was moderated by Akhtar Dargahi. Mukhtiar
Malik and Syed Noor Rizvi shared their views on the
artistic contributions and musical excellence of Ustad
Hameed Ali Sehwanvi. The event concluded with a
musical performance, where Mukesh, Zahid Janwari, and
Ustad Hameed Ali Sehwanvi (Ustad Natho Khan)
captivated the audience with their performances.

Literary Reference in Menory of Fatah Malik

On September 10, 2025, the Literary Committee of the
Sukkur Arts Council organized a literary reference in
memory of renowned Sindhi poet and lawyer Fatah Malik.
The distinguished guests at the event included Adal
Soomro, Dr. Badr Ujan, Sarwar Saif, Advocate Shabbir
Shar, Advocate Sundar Chachar, Sachal Bhatti, and
Noorullah Malik, brother of Fatah Malik. They shared
their views on the life and literary contributions of the late
poet. During the event, Convener of Literary Committee
Ayaz Gul welcomed the guests, while the proceedings
were conducted by Akhtar Dargahi. At the conclusion,
Mumtaz Bukhari, President of the Sukkur Arts Council,
expressed his gratitude to all the guests and participants.

Chairman Oistrict Council Sulkur Misits Sukkur Arts Council
On September 29, 2025, Syed Kumail Hyder Shah,
Chairman of the District Council Sukkur, visited the
Sukkur Arts Council along with his delegation. He was
received by President Mumtaz Bukhari, Vice President
Adal Soomro, General Secretary Akhtar Dargahi,
Treasurer Azhar Noonari, and Joint Secretary Shaukat
Rahi. President Mumtaz Bukhari briefed the chairman
about the council’s programs. Later, Syed Kumail Hyder
Shah visited the Musarrat Mirza Art Gallery, where Fine
Arts Convener Ghulam Akbar Solangi and art teacher
Ashraf Rahi introduced him to the students undergoing art
training. The chairman appreciated the services of the
Sukkur Arts Council and expressed his good wishes. It was
also agreed that the District Council Sukkur and Sukkur
Arts Council would collaborate to promote literature,
cultural heritage, and the arts.

Tribute Bvent for Three Senior Actars of Sukkur

On October 12, the Drama Committee of the Sukkur Arts
Council organized a recognition ceremony in honor of
three senior actors of Sukkur—Munir Wagho, Rabia
Chohan, and Saleem Raja—for their contributions to the
performing arts. The program was conducted by
Muhammad Ali Mukhlis.
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Acting Auditions Held for NewTalent

The Drama Committee of Sukkur Arts Council conducted
acting auditions for stage dramas from July 21 to July 25.
Aspiring actors from Sukkur and surrounding areas
participated enthusiastically. The panel of judges,
comprising senior actor-directors Wafa Dildar, Saleem
Raja, and Zohaib Mehr, selected some performers,
including Hasnain, Kamran Ahmed, Ghulam Ali Soomro,
Munir, and child actor Ali Hyder Jageerani.

Tribute to Three Literary Hgures

A dignified ceremony was held in Sukkur on August 7,
2025, by the Literary Committee of the Sukkur Arts
Council to pay tribute to three renowned creative
personalities of the city—Abraham Sarang, Shamshad
Mirza, and Shoukat Khawajai. The event was attended by
Professor Dr. Asif Ahmed Sheikh, Vice Chancellor of
Sukkur IBA University, as the chief guest, while Ayaz
Gul, Convener of the Literary Committee, welcomed the
guests. During the ceremony, heartfelt tributes were shared
by the family members of the late personalities. Musarrat
Mirza spoke about her sister Shamshad Mirza, Monis
Ibrahim shared his views about his father Ibrahim Sarang,
and Sohail Ahmed Khawajai paid tribute to his father
Shoukat Khawajai. On the occasion, Amjad Channa,
Hubdar Jagirani, and Asad Chachar presented their
research papers highlighting the lives and literary
contributions of these distinguished figures. The
proceedings of the event were conducted by Khawaja
Zulfigar, while the President of the Sukkur Arts Council
Mumtaz Bukhari concluded the ceremony by expressing
gratitude to the guests and participants. Ayaz Gul,
Convener of the Literary Committee, welcomed the guests.
A large number of writers, poets, intellectuals, and citizens
of Sukkur attended the event and paid homage to the
departed personalities.
Independence Day Painting Exhibition

A three-day “Independence Day Painting Exhibition” was
held starting August 14 by the Fine Arts Committee of
Sukkur Arts Council. The exhibition was inaugurated by
children suffering from thalassemia, Suhana Jameel and
Bushra Jameel. Over 100 paintings expressing patriotism
were displayed by students, earning appreciation from
visitors. President Mumtaz Bukhari presented gifts to the
children during the ceremony.

21st Death Anniversary of Ustad Seengar Ali Saleem Cbserved

Music Committee of the Sukkur Arts Council
commemorated the 21st death anniversary of renowned
Sindhi classical singer, poet, and painter Ustad Seengar Ali
Saleem on August 18, 2025, with a dignified ceremony,

04

continuing its annual tradition. The event was moderated
by Akhtar Dargahi. Distinguished guests included Kousar
Buriro, Amjad Hussain Shah, Ustad Abdul Ghafoor
Soomro, and Asad Saleem, the grandson of Ustad Singhar
Ali Saleem. The speakers shared their thoughts on the life,
artistic contributions, and multifaceted personality of the
late maestro. At the beginning of the ceremony, a
documentary produced by Mumtaz Bukhari was screened,
highlighting Ustad Singhar Ali Saleem’s life, artistic
excellence, and his work in painting. Syed Noor Rizvi,
Convener of the Music Committee, welcomed the guests.
President of the Sukkur Arts Council, Mumtaz Bukhari
expressed gratitude to the guests for their participation.
The event concluded with a musical session, where Ustad
Gul Muhammad Junejo, Bakhtawar Ali, Ustad Abdul
Ghafoor Soomro, and Barkat Ali paid tribute to Ustad
Singhar Ali Saleem through their performances. A large
number of artists and admirers from Sukkur, Rohri, and
surrounding areas attended the ceremony.

21st Death Anniversary of Ustad Seengar Ali Saleem
Observed

Music Committee of the Sukkur Arts Council
commemorated the 21st death anniversary of renowned
Sindhi classical singer, poet, and painter Ustad Seengar Ali
Saleem on August 18, 2025, with a dignified ceremony,
continuing its annual tradition. The event was moderated
by Akhtar Dargahi. Distinguished guests included Kousar
Buriro, Amjad Hussain Shah, Ustad Abdul Ghafoor
Soomro, and Asad Saleem, the grandson of Ustad Singhar
Ali Saleem. The speakers shared their thoughts on the life,
artistic contributions, and multifaceted personality of the
late maestro. At the beginning of the ceremony, a
documentary produced by Mumtaz Bukhari was screened,
highlighting Ustad Singhar Ali Saleem’s life, artistic
excellence, and his work in painting. Syed Noor Rizvi,
Convener of the Music Committee, welcomed the guests.
President of the Sukkur Arts Council, Mumtaz Bukhari
expressed gratitude to the guests for their participation.
The event concluded with a musical session, where Ustad
Gul Muhammad Junejo, Bakhtawar Ali, Ustad Abdul
Ghafoor Soomro, and Barkat Ali paid tribute to Ustad
Singhar Ali Saleem through their performances. A large
number of artists and admirers from Sukkur, Rohri, and
surrounding areas attended the ceremony.

Sukkur Drama Festival 2025

The Sukkur Arts Council, in collaboration with the Arts
Council of Pakistan Karachi, organized a ten-day “Sukkur
Drama Festival 2025 from August 21 to August 30. The
festival was inaugurated by Dr. Ayub Sheikh, a
governing board member of the Arts Council Karachi.
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A unique highlight of the series was the participation of
musicians associated with the shrine of Hazrat Shah
Abdul Latif Bhittaii, who performed Wayoon—
traditional poetic melodies—on the Tanburo, the
instrument created by Bhittai himself. These
performances added spiritual depth and cultural
richness to the lecture sessions.

Key Contributors and Media Coverage:

The success of the series was made possible through
the dedicated efforts of Dr. Badar Ujjan, Abdul Hakeem
Zangejo, and Dr. Khadim Mangi. Shah Latif's Wayoon
were beautifully presented by Akhtar Dargahi, Gul
Muhammad Junejo, Wafa Dildar, and Waheed Ansari.
Visual documentation was managed by Sohail Ahmed
Sheikh (videography) and Saeed Bhayo and Manzoor
Bedar (photography). The lectures and musical
performances were broadcast on the Sukkur Arts
Council’s official Facebook page and YouTube channel,
ensuring broad public access to the series and
furthering appreciation for Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai’s
literary legacy.

One-Day Acting Warkshop at Sukikur Arts Coundil
On March 20, 2025, the Drama Faculty of the Sukkur
Arts Council organized a one-day acting workshop at
the Dr. Mastoor Bukhari Art and Heritage Museum. The
session was conducted by Saifullah Khan, a seasoned
acting coach from Islamabad.

The workshop drew enthusiastic participation from a
vibrant group of local performers, including Convener
Wafa Dildar, Saleem Raja, Moladad Jatoi, Hassan Abbas,
Rima Naz, Naila Babu, Hafeez Jamal, Muhammad Ali
Charlie, Shah Rukh, and several other actors and
actresses. The engaging and hands-on training session
provided valuable insights into stagecraft, expression,
and performance techniques, and was well received by
all participants.

Amar Jaleel Drama Festival 2025
The Drama Committee of the Sukkur Arts Council
organized the Amar Jaleel Drama Festival 2025 in
honor of the renowned Sindhi storyteller, Amar Jaleel.
The festival featured three stage plays, each inspired by
stories written by Amar Jaleel. On April 7, the festival
opened with the play “Mitti ja Manhoon” directed by
Mazhar Shaikh. On April 8, “Hoonda Se Hayat” was
staged under the direction of Moladad Jatoi. On April 9,
the final performance, “Insan”, was directed by Saleem
Raja. Convener Wafa Dildar extended heartfelt thanks
to the participating actors, directors, and audience

members, whose support contributed to the success of
the festival.

Bedil Literary Conference 2025

On May 12, 2025, the Sindh Culture Department, in
collaboration with the Sukkur Arts Council, organized
the Bedil Literary Conference at the Seengar Ali Saleem
Auditorium to pay tribute to the revered Sufi poet
Hazrat Qadir Bakhsh Bedil. The conference was graced
by an esteemed gathering of guests, including Munawar
Ali Mahesar, Director General of the Culture
Department Sindh; poet and scholar Ayaz Gul; writer
Adal Soomro; Mukhtiar Malik; M.B. Raja Dharejo,
Deputy Commissioner Sukkur; Imtiaz Ali Memon,
Director of Libraries Sukkur; Syed Noor Rizvi; and
Mumtaz Bukhari, President of the Sukkur Arts Council.
A distinguished panel of scholars and poets presented
insightful papers on Bedil’s life, poetry, and legacy.
Contributors included Ibrahim Kharal, Amar Igbal,
Abdul Ghani Mahar (Additional Secretary, Culture
Department), Dr. Mahar Khadim, Sarwar Saif, and Dr.
Salma Qureshi. In his keynote address, Munawar Ali
Mahesar emphasized the timeless relevance of Bedil’'s
message, noting that commemorations such as these
are not mere formalities, but acts of preserving and
celebrating a spiritual and literary legacy that
continues to inspire generations. Khan Muhammad
Zangejo (son of Ustad Gulshan Ali Zangejo), Fateh Ali
Sandeelo (son of Ustad Ghulam Ali Sandeelo), and Javed
Abro (grandson of Ustad Rasool Bakhsh Abro). They
shared heartfelt reflections on the lives and
contributions of their elders. Ustad Rasool Bakhsh Abro
was remembered for devoting his life to the art of Raag;
Ustad Gulshan Ali Zangejo sang the poetry of the
distinguished poets such as Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai,
Sachal Sarmast, and Rohal Faqir. Ustad Ghulam Ali
Sandeelo’s son stated that his father “Baba Sain” grew
up with the deep affection for music and learned the
basics of singing from the musical environment of
home. Adal Soomro, Vice President of the Sukkur Arts
Council, expressed gratitude to the participants and
guests. The program was hosted by Sami Sajjad Mirani
and concluded with a Raag Mehfil, featuring
performances by Fateh Ali Sandeelo, Javed Abro, and
Sufi singer Imtiaz Ali. The ceremony concluded with a
soul-stirring musical segment, featuring Sufi renditions
by Salamat Sohrab Faqir and Rajib Sohrab Fagqir.
Additional performances by Gul Muhammad Junejo,
Shazia Marvi, Bashir Ahmed, Rehmat Ali Bhat, Sadaqgat
Ali, and Barkat Ali Bhat captivated the audience with
their emotive expression of Bedil’s poetry.
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offering a visual narrative of Bhatti's life, political
engagement, and creative achievements. A dramatic
reading of Bhatti’s short story “Bunn” by Hassan Abbas
captivated the audience, bringing the author's literary
voice vividly to life. In a moment of collective reflection,
a minute’s silence was observed in memory of Dr.
Zulfigar Sial and Dr. Akash Ansari. The program
concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks delivered by
Ayaz Gul, Convener of the Literary Faculty, who
expressed appreciation to all participants and
reaffirmed Rasheed Bhatti’s lasting significance in
Sindh’s literary landscape

Condalence Reference for Dr. Aakash Ansari

On February 22, 2025, the Sukkur Arts Council, in
collaboration with the Sindhi Adabi Sangat Sukkur
branch) and the Anjuman Tarraqi Pasand Musannifeen
Sukkur, organized a condolence reference in memory
of Dr. Aakash Ansari, a celebrated poet of romantic and
revolutionary thought in Sindhi literature. The event
was held at the Seengar Ali Saleem Auditorium.
Speakers who paid tribute to Dr. Ansari’s life and
literary legacy included Ayaz Gul, Akhtar Dargahi,
lawyer Sundar Khan Chachar, Sachal Bhatti, Dr. Khadim
Mangi, and Abdul Hakeem Zangejo. The program was
conducted by Najam-u-Din Dogar. The event concluded
with a Raag Mehfil, where Akhtar Dargahi and Gul
Muhammad Junejo honored the late poet by
performing musical renditions of his poetry. A large
number of poets and writers participated in the
gathering, reflecting the deep respect and admiration
Dr. Aakash Ansari commanded in the literary
community.

102™ Brth Anniversary of Legendary Poet Sheikh Ayaz

On March 2, 2025, the Literary Faculty of the Sukkur
Arts Council commemorated the 102nd birth
anniversary of the legendary Sindhi poet Sheikh Ayaz
with a poignant and intellectually rich ceremony. As
part of a cherished tradition, distinguished poets Amar
Igbal, Abdul Waheed Ansari, Safar Kalhoro, and Sajjad
Mahar participated as panelists in a thoughtful
discussion exploring Sheikh Ayaz’s enduring influence
on Sindhi literature. The session, moderated by Azhar
Noonari, offered a nuanced look into the poet’s life,
prose, poetry, and artistic vision. To deepen the
engagement, an audio recording of Sheikh Ayaz reciting
his own poetry—courtesy of Sindhi Adabi Sangat
Markaz—was played during the program. This was
followed by a dramatic presentation of Ayaz's short
story “Khilni”, performed with compelling emotion by

02

Hassan Abbas The event was smoothly conducted by
Akhtar Dargahi and attracted a large audience of
respected writers, poets, and literary enthusiasts. Their
presence added warmth and significance to the
celebration In closing remarks, Ayaz Gul, Convener of
the Literary Faculty, and Mumtaz Bukhari, President of
the Sukkur Arts Council, expressed their heartfelt
gratitude to all participants for honoring Sheikh Ayaz’s
literary legacy and contributing to the program’s
success.

Shah Latif Literary Lecture Series (January - June 2025)
The Sukkur Arts Council continued its acclaimed Shah
Latif Literary Class Series in 2025, offering a platform
for in-depth exploration of the poetry and philosophy
of Hazrat Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai. This ongoing series,
which began on October 11, 2024, featured weekly
lectures delivered by renowned intellectuals of Sindh
and drew a diverse audience of writers, students,
scholars, and poetry lovers.

January 2025 Lectures:

January 3 - Asar Imam opened the year with an
insightful lecture on Sur Ghatoo. January 10 - Dr.
Ismail Mako explored the nuances of Sur Siri Raag.
January 17 - Professor Sarwar Saif delved into the
depths of Sur Rip. January 24 - Mahtab Solangi
examined the features of Sur Karayal. January 31 - Dr.
Mehar Khadim concluded the month with a powerful
presentation on Sur Dahar.

February 2025 Lectures
February 7 - Akhtar Dargahi delivered a captivating

lecture on Sur Kamod. February 14 - Nazir Soomro
illuminated the beauty of Sur Suhni. February 21 -
Kausar Zaman Kalwar presented a thought-provoking
discussion on Sur Khahorri. February 28 - Hussain
Sarang concluded the month with a lecture on Sur Desi.

March to May 2025 Lectures

March 7 - Issa Memon explored Sur Pirbhati. April 11
- Moar Khan Mahar presented on Sur Hussaini. April 18
- Adal Soomro offered insights into Sur Sarang. April 25
- Abdul Ghafoor Soomro discussed Sur Sorath. May 2 -
Tariq Aziz Kolachi examined Sur Kedaro. May 9 -
Amjad Channa presented on Sur Barvo Sindhi. May 16 -
Professor Ghulam Qadir Jandan delivered a lecture on
Sur Purab. May 23 - Professor Abdul Waheed Kalwar
spoke on Sur Bilawal. May 30 - Nasir Chachar explored
Sur Ma’azuri.

June 2025 Lectures
June 13 - Ghulam Ali Soomro presented on Sur Aasa.
June 20 - Mumtaz Mangi concluded this phase of the
series with a compelling lecture on Sur Sassui Aabri.
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Music Courses Successfully Conpleted at
Sukkur Arts Council

The Music Faculty of the Sukkur Arts Council
successfully completed the SIMPA Jamshoro three-
month (January 1 - March 31, 2025) Music Course
during the first quarter of 2025. This marked the fifth
batch of the course that included 42 students, both
male and female, from Sukkur and surrounding areas.
Regular classes were held every Saturday and Sunday
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in the Music Hall. Mr.
Akhtar Dargahi, Head of the Music Department,
conducted both theoretical and practical sessions,
while faculty member Mr. Gul Muhammad Junejo
provided instruction in Raag.

Cerenony Honaring Three Qreative Figures of Sulkkur

On January 25, 2025, the Literary Faculty of the Sukkur
Arts Council organized a commemorative event at the
Seengar Ali Saleem Auditorium to honor three
distinguished figures in the field of literature: Rafiq
Soomro, Maulana Deen Muhammad Wafai, and Shahnaz
Noor. The ceremony was presided over by Professor
Dr. Rasool Bakhsh Mahar, Vice Chancellor of Benazir
Bhutto  University of Technology and  Skill
Development, Khairpur. The event was attended by a
number of esteemed guests and speakers who paid
tribute to the lives and legacies of the writers. Keynote
addresses were delivered by Abdul Latif Kashif
Soomro, nephew of Rafiq Soomro, who shared valuable
insights into his uncle’s life and work; Abdul Rauf
Bhatti, grandson of Maulana Deen Muhammad Wafai,
who reflected on his grandfather’s legacy; and Aazar
Qureshi, nephew of Shahnaz Noor, who spoke about
her lasting contributions to the arts. Additionally, Adal
Soomro presented a scholarly paper on the life and
accomplishments of Rafiq Soomro. Abdul Latif Ansari
highlighted the contributions of Maulana Deen
Muhammad Wafai, while Dr. Anees-u-Rehman offered a
comprehensive presentation on the life and artistic
influence of Shahnaz Noor. The ceremony concluded
with remarks by Convener Ayaz Gul, who expressed
heartfelt gratitude to all participants and underscored
the importance of preserving and celebrating the
legacies of these remarkable individuals.

Commenrorative Cerenmony for Actor (Late) Mahmood Siddiqui
On February 8, 2025, the Drama Faculty of the Sukkur
Arts Council held a tribute in memory of the renowned
actor Mahmood Siddiqui at the Seengar Ali Saleem
Auditorium. A celebrated artist from Sukkur, Mahmood
Siddiqui made a lasting impact on Pakistan’s drama
industry through his remarkable performances and
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dedication. The event was honored by the presence of
senior actor Manzoor Murad, who delivered a moving
address highlighting the struggles faced by actors,
particularly the lack of financial and institutional
support many experience during their lifetimes.
Notable speakers included Wafa Dildar, Convener of
the Drama Faculty; acclaimed actor Mumtaz Lucky; and
President of the Sukkur Arts Council, Mumtaz Bukhari.
Each shared insightful perspectives on Mahmood
Siddiqui’s artistic journey, legacy, and his contribution
to the dramatic arts. The success of the ceremony
reflected the strong spirit of collaboration among the
artistic community. Key contributions came from
Hassan Abbas, Zohaib Mahar, Saleem Raja, Mauladad
Jatoi, Mazhar Shaikh, and many others, whose efforts
brought the event to life. A large and enthusiastic
audience, including many of Mahmood Siddiqui’s
admirers from Sukkur and surrounding regions,
gathered to pay tribute to the legendary actor and
honor his enduring legacy.

47th Death Anniversary of Rehindad Khan Molai Shedai

On February 12, 2025, the Literary Faculty of the
Sukkur Arts Council organized a commemorative event
marking the 47th death anniversary of the eminent
historian and researcher of Sindh, Rahimdad Khan
Molai Shedai. The ceremony was presided over by Syed
Noor Rizvi and featured distinguished guests and
speakers, including Molai Shedai’s grandson, Ameer Ali
Brohi; noted writer Syed Imdad Hussain Shah; Imtiaz
Ali Memon, Director of the Molai Shedai Library
Sukkur. The event was hosted by Abdul Hakeem
Zangejo and attended by a large gathering of poets,
writers, and students, all of whom came together to pay
tribute to the enduring legacy of Rahimdad Khan Molai
Shedai.

37th Death Anniversary of Rasheed Bhatti

On February 17, 2025, the Literary Faculty of the
Sukkur Arts Council commemorated the 37th death
anniversary of Rasheed Bhatti, a distinguished
historian, writer, and poet of Sindh.

The ceremony was presided over by Mukhtar Malik,
President of the Khairpur Arts Council, and attended by
a host of notable guests including Rasheed Bhatti’s son,
Sachal Bhatti; Rubina Bhatti; Adal Soomro; Shamshad
Baparr; and Mumtaz Bukhari, President of the Sukkur
Arts Council. Dr. Khadim Mangi hosted the program,
which featured a compelling paper by Adal Soomro
highlighting Rasheed Bhatti’s life, literary works, and
intellectual legacy. The event opened with a touching
video documentary—produced by Mumtaz Bukhari—
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